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TIRUVALLUR DISTRICT
History of Tiruvallur

Tiruvallur was originally known as Tiruvallur which specifies the sleeping position of the holy lord "Balaji", in the Veeraragava temple of Tiruvallur. Later people began to refer it by names such as Trivellore and Tiruvallur. Today Tiruvallur is well known, one of the reason being the Veeraragava Temple. The new moon day is very auspicious day for the lord and so for the people of the town.

History of the District

The district of Tiruvallur has been carved out by bifurcating erstwhile Chengalpattu district (which was renamed as Chengalpattu-MGR/Kancheepuram at the time of 1991 Census). According to the said bifurcation Tiruvallur revenue division which included Tiruvallur, Tiruttani taluks and Uthukkottai and Pallipattu sub-taluks separated from Chengalpattu district along with Ponneri and Gummindipoondi taluks of Saidapet revenue division and formed this new district. At present this district is comprised of eight taluks namely Ambattur, Gummindipoondi, Ponneri, Uthukkottai, Tiruvallur, Poonamallee, Tiruttani and Pallipattu.

In the far past, this region was under a chain of regimes commencing from the Pallavas during the 7th century ending with the Nawab of Arcot during the early part of 19th century when it came under the British rule. In 1687, the Golkonda rulers were defeated and the region came under the Moghul emperors of Delhi. The towns and villages of this region were the scene of Carnatic wars. Battles are said to have been fought in this region during the struggle for supremacy between the English and French. The town of Pulicat was the earliest Dutch possession in India founded in 1609 which was ceded to the British in 1825. With this, the region came under the British rule which ended on the 15th August, 1947 with India becoming independent.
Worshipping Places

· Ammaiyar Mukthi Adaintha, Karaikal

· Devi Karumariamman Temple, Thiruverkadu

· Lord Arulmigu Subramaniya Swami Temple, Tiruttani

· Lord Siva Temple and Ashramam, Tamnaraipakkam

· Lord Siva Temple, Coovam - Kadambathur & Tiruvlangadu

· Lord Veeraraghava Perumal Temple, Tiruvallur

· Murugan Temple, Ponneri

· Sri Bhavaniamman Temple, Periyapalayam

· Vadivudaiamman Temple, Tiruvottiyur 

Lord Arulmigu Subramaniya Swami Temple, Tiruttani

Tiruttani is one among the six abodes of Lord Muruga. The temple is situated on a hillock and has 365 steps. An important Thirtha called Kumara Thirtha, is under this hill this place is also called as Saravana Poigai. The important festivals are Adi Kirthigai Theppa Thiruvizha, Shiva Rathiri, Shasti Thiruvizha. Adi Kirthigai Theppa Thiruvizha is celebrated in mid of July and August. Opening time of the temple is 5:00 AM to 9:00 PM

Tiruttani with the famous temple dedicated to Lord Subrahmanya is situated 51 miles away from Madras, on the way to Tirupati, on the railway line to Bombay. The temple is situated on a small hill, which is reached over a flight of 365 masonry steps. It is one of the six famous abodes of Lord Subrahmanya. It is considered to be the second place of importance by some, while others give it the first place as Lord Subrahmanya resides in blissful repose here, after his marriage with Valli.

The mission ef Subrahmanya's incarnation was fulfilled when he vanquished the demon Soorapadman and his hordes at Tiruchendur and the huntsman at Merpady in Tondaimandalam. The happy reunion with Valli brought peace to his mind. The agitated physical condition was relaxed, peace and tranquility prevailed at his new abode Tiruttani; that is why Tiruttani is known also as Cheruttani (Cheru means anger, Tani means cooling down).

As Kailas is the chosen abode of Lord Siva, Tiruttani is the chosen home for Subrahmanya. Tiruttani is a great pilgrim centre. The temple is built facing the east. Distribution of food to the poor is considered very meritorious in this sacred shrine and pilgrims make it a point to feed the hungry and the destitute in numbers, according to their might. It is said that any good action done here acquires enormous accretion of merit. As Subrahmanya is in a blissful mood at Tiruttani, divine grace is readily obtained there.

Tiruttani is also known by many other names. As it has all the wealth which was plundered by the Asuras from Heaven, it is called Purnagiri. As the devotees' request will be fulfilled in a second it is known as Kshanikachalam. As Lord Siva, who is the origin of the world (Moolam), worshipped Lord Subrahmanya here, it is called Mooladri. Being full of Neelotpala (blue lilies), this mountain abode of Lord Subrahmanya is called Neelotpalagiri, Neelagiri, Utpalagiri, Alakadri, Kallaragiri, Kavimalai, Kuvalasikhari, Chengalvagiri and Chengalunirkunram. The Lord is also known as Chengalvarayaswamy. As this place will exist even after the deluge, it is called Kalpajit.

Siva learned Pranava Mantra here from Subrahmanya; so it is called Pranavadananagaram. As Indra got boons from Subrahmanya. At this sacred place, it is called Indranagari. As Narada liked this place very much, it is known as Naradapriyam. A Brahmin by name Aghoram got salvation here; hence it is called Aghorakaivalyapradam. As Lord Skanda has taken his abode in this place, it is called Skandagiri.
Lord Veeraraghava Perumal Temple, Tiruvallur

The legend connected with the origin of this temple shows that once upon a time, in Krita Yuga, a sage by name Purupunyar lived with his wife Satyavathi in Badarikashram. They had no children. Purupanyar performed a Sali Yajna. (Putrakameshti Yaga) with great fervor and devotion. The Sage offered 1000 Ahutis (oblations of gheeto the sacrificial fire after chanting the mantra each time) every day, for one full year. 'On the last day, when Purnahuti (the final offering) was performed, Lord Narayana was pleased with the austerity of the ritualistic observances of the Sage, and appeared in the sacrificial fire in a blissful mood to offer boons. The Sage prayed for a noble son.The boon was granted with the condition that he should be named after the name of the Yajna as Salihotran. With this blessing, Lord Narayana disappeared. Then the Sage collected the ash strewn around the Yajna Peetha and gave a handful of it to his consort to take in with great veneration as Prasadam. In the tenth month after that, a glorious son was born to Sage Purupunyar.

The child was named Salihotran as ordained by Lord Narayana. With the growth of years, the child showed signs of precocity and started on a pilgrimage-visiting temple after temple. On Tai Amavasya day (New Moon day in January-February), he reached Tiruvallur where he found that Lord Brahma, other Devas andgreat sages like Vasishtha, were engaged in taking bath in the Hrittapanasini tank.

Next year, on the same Pushya Amavasya day, he completed one year of penance and took a holy bath in the Hrittapanasini tank and observed his morning prayers. As he was fasting for one year without food or drink, he collected on that day some paddy and prepared prasadam out of that. He divided it into three parts; the first part was offered to Lord Narayana.The second part was kept for offering as charity and the third for his own consumption. At this juncture, Lord Narayana took the form of an old Brahmin and came the way where Salihotran was waiting to offer the share to a guest. When Salihotran saw the old Brahmin, he immediately requested him to grace his hermitage. He respectfully offered to the Brahmin the prasadam meant for the guest. Quickly the Brahmin ate up the offering and Salihotran felt from his facial appearance that he was not satisfied.

On inquiry, he learnt that the old Brahmin had had no food for the last 4 or 5 days and his hunger was not fully satisfied. At this, th-2 portion kept for himself was offered to the guest. The guest was satisfied and - left the place. Salihotran commenced another year's penance without food and drink. Again, on the day of Pushya Amavasya at its close, he took his holy bath in the tank and noticed many unusual good omens on his way. After finishing his morning rituals, he procured some paddy and prepared oblations. Like the previous year, he offered a portion to Lord Narayana and was waiting for a guest to offer the second portion, leaving the. Last portion for him.

This time also, Lord Narayana took the form of an old Brahmin and was coming by that way. Salihotran-welcomed him and while accompanying him to the hermitage, the old Brahmin expressed that he was feeling extremely hungry and thirsty and needed a place for rest also. In the hermitage, Salihotran offered the entire prasadam meant for the guest as well as for himself. The old Brahmin was greatly pleased and asked Salihotran, "Where is the place for me to lie (Evvul)?" The prince was so charmed by the beauty of the princess that he voluntarily expressed that he, a prince was on the lookout for a bride. The princess advised the prince to go and worship Lord Veeraraghava in the temple situated on the northern bank of Hrittapanasini tank, if he wanted to marry her.

But the prince did not move, but argued that if the mutual love was real, God Himself would come down to approve of it. The princess then sent for her parents. Arriving there, they enquired about the prince's lineage but the prince would not divulge his identity. However, he swore by Lord Veeraraghava that after his marriage with the princess, he would stay there. This being a very sound proposal, the marriage was fixed; and performed. Following the traditional custom of offering prayer at the temple after marriage, by the newly wedded couple, the prince and princess, accompanied by the parents and the invited guests, went to the temple of Lord Veeraraghava.

When they approached the sanctum sanctorum, to the utter amazement of all present, the newly married couple merged into the deity and stood transformed as Lord Veeraraghava, and his divine consort Kanakavalli, who blissfully blessed the parents and the assembly to attain salvation after their preordained, stay in the world.

The sacred tank here is known as Hrittapanasini. The following Sanskrit sloka describes the sanctity of the tank:


"Darsanat sparsanat snanat, Sadyo hrittapanasanah,

Ato sarveshu lokeshu, Namna Hrittapanasanah"

The tank is so holy that evens a sight or a touch or a bath would immediately dispel all anguish of heart. The local tradition attaches greater importance to this tank than to the Ganga, the Godavari, etc Unfortunately, the tank is now dry. As usual, at the centre of the tank there is a mandapam, where seasonal Festivals are performed. Tiruvallur was also known as Bhikshwaranyam (the forest where, sages lived on alms) in ages gone by. During January 1999, Kumbhabhishekam was performed in this temple after all the gopurams were renovated and repainted. It is a marvelous sight to see the glorious specimens of Dravidian art in sculptures depicting the mythological legends of Hindu scriptures in the pinnacles of the gopurams.

Tourist spots

Poondi Reservoir (Tiruvallur Taluk)

Poondi, a small village, is situated at a distance about 60 km. from Chennai. Frequent buses are available from Chennai and Tiruvallur to reach this place.

'Poondi' the name, it is said, is derived from Poondu in Tamil, the shrub which was once abundant in this place. Poondi has acquired a significant importance as it has a huge reservoir called Sathyamurthy Sagar. The area of the reservoir is about 121/2 square miles. The water from this reservoir goes to the Red Hills take from where the Madras city receives water supply after undergoing necessary proceeding. This reservoir and its suburbs make an interesting picnic spot.

Pulicat Boating Center 

Places of interest

Ambattur

Ambattur is an industrial Cente and township which is 16 km. to the west of Chennai city and situated in the Chennai - Avadi Trunk Road. It has railway station, bearing the same name on the Chennai - Arakkonam broadgauge line. Frequent bus service, both town and mofussil, help the people in transportation.

This ancient village, being very near to Chennai city with rail and road facilities is in an advantageous location. This is the biggest small scale industrial estate not only in Tiruvallur district but in the whole of South Asia. It is spread over an area of 1221 acres of land with 1370 industries functioning there. Though an attempt to start an industrial estate was made in year 1961, it had its functioning commissioned in the year 1964, by the Government of Tamil Nadu. Several factors such as suitability of the soil communication facilities, availability of raw materials and a large volume of ground water suitable for industrial and domestic purposes, etc., were responsible for seeking this place for the setting up of this industrial Estate, an extent of 1000 acres adjoining the estate was acquired by the Tamil Nadu Housing Board for housing purposes. For more details such as the activities and achievements of - Industrial estate, please refer to the chapter on Industries.

There are two temples here, one of Sri Vinnaraya Perumal and another for Lord Siva. The latter is very old and dilapidated. Temples for Lord Muruga and for the local deity Kannatamman can be seen here. The Mounaswami Matam, which has a temple for Sri Bhuvaneswari Amman inside, attracts a large number of the devotees of Mounaswami.

Once a major panchayat, Ambathur was made a township in the 1960's. It has now attained the status of selection grade Municipality. Sri Ramasamy Mudaliar's High School, two panchayat union elementary schools, one girls high school, A.M.M. Charities hospital, veterinary hospital, veterinary dispensary, a Madhar Sangam, a maternity centre, a carpentry union, a police station, etc., are located here. Consequent on the developments of industries, several housing colonies have sprung up. Around the industrial estate, several industrial units have grown up, to swell the number of industries here. The T.I. Cycles of India Limited are running a factory manufacturing bicycles. The factory produces about 13,00,000 bicycles every year. The capital investment of the company is Rs.16 crores. The Dunlop Rubber Company has established a factory for the production of motor and giant tyres, cycle tyres, retreading compounds, etc.

Avadi

Avadi is situated at a distance of 24 km. On the road leading to Tirupathi and to the west of Chennai. It is served by a good network of buses which pass through, originating from Chennai. It is also served by the Avadi railway station situated on the Chennai-Arakonam broad gaugeline. It has got an air force station in that area.

Avadi has become a township since 1 March 1996. It has now become a centre of Industrial activities as around it function Ordnance factory, tank factory and the army vehicle depot, - all belonging to the Government of India, The Shaw Wallace Company and the Southern Cables Corporation, manufacturing cables of different types. The Tube Investment of India, having a factory producing varieties of engineering goods, a nit manufacturing steel tubes and several other industries under private management situate here. The headquarters of the Special armed Police of the Tamil Nadu Government is located here. The Kendriya Vidyalaya, panchayat nion higher secondary schools, the government higher secondary school, a few higher secondary schools, run by private management, and a library maintained by the Local Library Authority are the institutions which faction here. A Police Station, Telephone exchange and township office are the other offices that function from here. The Highways Department maintains a travelers bungalow.

Chembarambakkam

Chembarambakka, a Village, situated about 21 km. to the west of Chennai, in five km. from the nearest town Poonamallee. One could see plenty of buses passing through this place enroute to the destinations like Kancheepruam, Sriperumbudur, Vellore, Bangalore, etc. Pattabiram, the nearest railway station is about 11 km. from here.

An ancient Siva Temple cold be seen here in a dilapidated condition. The walls of the temple are adorned with inscriptions of the Chola period. A huge beautiful Sivalingam is seen inside the santum which is, of course, in a ruined state. This temple is found in the south eastern corner of the village now. The Village, it is said, was to the south of the temple and in course of time, people settled in the place to the north of the temple towards the trunk road. The religious belief that the existence of a Siva temple towards south east corner of a village is not a good omen to the people perforced a futile attempt to shift the temple. This is the reason attributed for the neglect of the temple. Separate temples coexist for Vishnu, Mariamman and Pooniamman where regular daily poojas are performed.

'Chem' in Tamil means beautiful, 'Parambu' means hiss and 'pakkam' refers to village. Therefore, 'Chembarambakkam' means 'a beauutiful hill village'. It was an ex-zamindari village.

The village has an immense irrigation tank which derives supply from anicut thrown across Cooum at Koratur through new Bungaur channel. The water from this tank is not used for irrigating this village but the Mangadu village down below.

Pazhayanur (Tiruttani Taluk)

Pazhayanaur, a village as ancient and as good a sacred place as Thiruvalangad, is situated at a distance of about 1.5 kilometres from Thiruvalangadu village. The contribution of Pazhayanur to the great tradition and glory of Tamils is unique. It was here that seventy Tamil Vellalars together sacrificed their lives to uphold a spoken work of honour. The opinion of the scholars is that nowhere could they come across such a unique incident involving the sacrifice of so many lives at an appointed hour. The details of this incident are as described below :

Once a murder, who killed his wife, reached pazhayanur in the evening of a particular day, closely followed by the spirit of the murdered wife (named Neeli). It is said that the ghost assumed the form of a woman with a child and waited for an opportune moment to seek revenge. This ghost made an appeal to the people of Pazhayanur to prevent the traveler, her husband, from deserting her. Protesting strongly against this, the man tried to convince that the woman was nothing but a ghost. Not convinced by his plea, the 70 people prevailed upon the traveler, ordered him to stay overnight with the woman, who claimed to his his wife. When the traveler protested this on the ground that he might be harmed by the woman, they pledged the word of honour that all of them would lay down their lives if, by change, any harm should befall him in the night by his wife. But, the next morning to their utter shock, they could find only the dead body of the man murdered in revenge, by the woman who made good her escape by then. There was of course none to insist to keep their pledge, yet, the 69 of the 70 Vellalars undoubtedly thought that they had erred. To make the error in judgement, the 69 Vellalars of Pazhayanur lit fire and sacrificed their lives plunging into it. The other Vellala who was away in his field work in the early hours of the morning, when learnt this incident, killed himself at once with the plough shard. The Chera, the Cola and the Pandya, the great Tamil Kings, who, on hearing this incident and the sacrificial fire was still burning without dying visited Pazhayanur to pay homage to the noble martyrs of truth and justice.

The early Tamil literature has reference to this incident. Devaram of Thirugnansambandar, of the 7th Century A.D., and Sekkizhar's Thiruthondar Puranam popularly known as Periapuranam, carry references to this incident. We have to hear in mind that Sekkizhar, who was the Prime Minister of Kulothunga Chola-II (A.D. 1137- 1150) wrote his monumental work after consulting official documents and making exhaustive reference to other records, practice and tradition. The great Saiva scholar Umapathy Sivachariar (A.D. 1313) also refers to this incident in his Sekkizhar Puranam.

Poovirundavalli  (Poonamallee)

Poovirundavalli, more popularly know in its corrupted form as Poonamallee, the birth place of Thirukatchi Nambi Alwar, a staunch devotee of Varadaraja Perumal is at a distance of 20 kilometres from Chennai, on the road leading to Bangalore. It has got very good bus facility, served by both the private operators and government transport corporations. Buses to Bangalore, Vellore, Kancheepuram, Tiruttani,l Tiruvallr etc., pass through this town which has become one of the busiest sub urban centre. Nine kilometres from here is the Avadi Railway station, which is the nearest one.

The name 'Poovirundavalli" (or Poonamallee) may be attributed to the fact that the area around, is full of jasmine being cultivated extensively. Jasmine means ' Malli" in Tamil and hence, 'Poonamallee' may refer to the place where jasmine is cultivated. In Sanskrit, the place is called Pushpakavalli. Pushpam' means flower and Valli denotes Goddess. There is a legend that Goddess Laxmi rose from jasmine flower and gave darashan to Thirukatchi Nambi Alwar. It is also said the Alwar worshipped God Varadaraja, deity at Kanchi with the jasmine flowers plucked from here. This place is also called "Lakshmipuram' and Ulagu Vuyya Konda Cholapuram.

Here is an ancient temple for lord Varadaraja Perumal with His Consort, Pushpakavalli Thayar. It is also known as Arulaperumal72. Moved by the prayers of Thirukatchi Nambi Alwar, Sri Varadarajaswami, Sri Venkatesaperumal and Sri Ranganathar gave Darshan to him simultaneously at this place. Tere are shrines for Thirukatchi Nambi Alwar is also constructed here. There is a strong belief that the sun God and Mars (Angarga) worshipped the Lord of this temple. Every year during February - March between the 21st and 25th at 6.00 a.m., the sun's rays fall on the face of the Lord of this temple. Like its counterpart at kanchi, Varadaraja temple , at Poonamallee faces west. This temple is unique in one respect as it possess the most magnificent five storeyed Gopura at its entrance. It is a broad based at the bottom and rises in diminishing tires to a height of about 25 meters from the ground level. The south wall of the central shrine contains epigraphs of 13th , 14th and 17th Centuries. A later addition to the temple in the Vijayanagar time, was the Unjal Mantapa which was built by Achyutappa Nayaka 73. The Annual Brahmotsvam conducted during May - June. A festival for Thirukatchi Nambi Alwar is celebrated in a grand manner every year during February - March, i.e., in the Tamil month of Masi. A few inscriptions are found on the walls of this temple.

There is also another temple, a medium sized one, here for Lord Vaidyanathaswami with His Consort Thaiyal Nayagi. He is known as Theera Vinai Theertha Perumal. Daily poojas are performed here. There is also a Mariamman temple here. Besides these Hindu temples, there are three churches and a mosque was built and completed by Rustom, son of Dhulfiquer of Astrabad, a servant of Nawab Jumlat-ul-mulk. A Persian inscription dated 1653 A.D., found in the mosque reveals this information.

Poonamallee was a Jaghir which was granted to the East India Company 74. A British Cantonment was there. There were barracks for 500 men. There was an old fort constructed by Mughals which was later used as a godown and hospital. This is now the headquarters of the Poonamallee Panchayt Union. There is a town Panchayat for this place.

Panchayat Union Office, town panchayat office, M.E.S. sub-station, District Munsifi court, Judicial Magistrate's, Police station, sub-Jail, Sub-Registrar's office, Office of the Assistant Educational Officer, Scholl of the blind, boy's higher secondary school, girl's higher Secondary Scholl, institute of Public health, mission secondary school, madhar sangam, veterinary hospital, artificial insemination centre, government dispensary telephone exchange, state Bank, Canara Bank, Co-operative Bank, branch library, community hall and highways traveler's bungalow are located here.

This place has gained importance after the assassination of Rajiv Gandhi, the former Prime Minister of India in May 1991, as the accused are kept in the sub-jail located here. Unlike the other sub-jails, the sub-jail here has got special Security arrangements.
Tiruvannamalai District 

Tiruvannamalai District is known for eternal peace and divine with the proud possession of the  sacred shrine of  Lord Arunachaleswara and  Ashrams.    It had  started functioning as a separate district from 30th September 1989,  on bifurcation of the erstwhile North Arcot District.  

LOCATION

Tiruvannamalai District came into existence on 30th September 1989 after the bifurcation of the erstwhile North Arcot District.  The District lies between 11.55° and 13.15° North latitude and 78° 20' to 79° 50' East longitude. The district is bounded on the north and west by Vellore District, on the southwest by Krishnagiri District, on the south by Villupuram District and on the east by Kanchipuram District. Tiruvannamalai is one of the most sacred shrines of Tamil Nadu.  It is considered superior to all the other eminent shrines. While Tiruvarur confers salvation or mukti to one who is born there, Kasi confers salvation to one who dies there, and Chidambaram to one who worships there, Tiruvannamalai confers salvation to one who merely thinks of it.  No wonder this shrine is most important, as it points out the easiest way to salvation.

Tiruvannamalai is situated at the margin of hill and plain it is a contact town, at the junction of two important arterial roads. Tiruvannamalai played a crucial role in military operations from at least the 15th century onwards up to the end of the Mysore wars.

The Arunachala Temple is one of the largest in the South.   It is dominated by the 200 ft., 11 storey gopuram.  There is also ashram of the mystic saint Sri Ramana Maharshi.

Besides occupying a large area, the great temple radiates its influence throughout the whole town due to its connections with outlying tanks. The sacred bath which takes place at the close of each of the numerous temple festivals is performed either in one of the two temple tanks, or in one of the outlying tanks: Indra Tirtha, Tamarai Kulam, Agni Tirtha, and Ishanya Tirtha. The last two of these lie at the two extremities of the circumambulatory route around the mountain; that is, at the outer limits of the town, where the cremation grounds lie. For this reason they are used for ablutions after funerals.

In Tiruvannamalai the Shiva temple is omnipresent and all-powerful, so that there is no Vishnu temple. Apart from three abandoned Shiva temples, there are about a hundred temples to the goddess or to Ganapati. These are street shrines or community temples, all of which relate to the great Shiva temple. During their festivals the processions from these temples proceed through the four car-streets of the great temple. The final bath takes place, depending on the location of the temple, either in the Ishanya Tirtha to the north or in the Agni Tirtha to the south.
TOTAL AREA

The Total Geographical Area of the District is 6191 Sq Kms, comprising the Revenue Divisions of Tiruvannamalai and Cheyyar. The district has six taluks viz. Tiruvannamalai, Chengam, Polur, Arni, Cheyyar and Vandavasi. There are 18 Blocks, including one tribal Block,  Javvadhu Hills constituting the district under Rural sector and four Municipalities viz. Tiruvannamalai, Arni, Cheyyar (Thiruvathipuram), Vandavasi representing urban sectors along with Polur selection grade Town Panchayat.

BOUNDARIES

The district is bounded on the North and West by Vellore district and on the South West by Krishnagiri district on the South Villupuram district and on the East by Kanchipuram district.

FOREST AND HILLS

One sixth of the area of this district is Covered by reserve forest and hills which is part and parcel of Eastern Ghats under Javvadhu Hills. The important hills in this district are Tiruvannamalai (2668 ft 79.80 MSL),  Javvadhu hills (2500 ft MSL) and Kailasagiri (2743 ft MSL).

PLACES OF WORSHIP AND TOURIST PLACES

Tiruvannamalai is one of the most venerated places in Tamil Nadu . The main Deepam festival attracts devotees from far and wide throughout South India. It has historic places besides Tiruvannamalai, Arni, Vandavasi, Devigapuram connected to East India and French companies. It has a few well maintained tourist places such as Sathanur dam, Amirthy game park.

In the late Chola period this district was ruled by the Cholan of Sambuvarayar having Padavedu near Arni as HQ. We can now find the fort and note along with a Shiva temple namely Kailasanathar in Arni town. On the whole Tiruvannamalai is traditionally rich in Historic and spiritual values but lacks in industrial growth.

ARUNACHALESWARAR THIRUKOIL

The temple at Tiruvannamalai is one of the biggest and grandest temples in South India.  With the hill as back ground it gives the appearance of a fort to those who see it from a distance. It is unique on account of its stately towers, high rampart walls, broad quadrangles, spacious gateways, large mantapams and fine tanks.  It has also much architectural importance and sculputural beauty.

Tiruvannamalai should have been under the sway of the Pallava Kings who ruled from Kancheepuram before the ninth century A.D. We do not find any inscription in the temple prior to A.D.850 and hence the present temple could not have existed then. Saint Sambandar in his Thevaram relating to this place mentions a temple. Saints Appar and Sambandar belonged to the Seventh Century, Sekkizhar, the renowned author of Periapuranam mentions that both the Saints Appar and Sambandar worshipped Arunchaleswarar in the hill Temple. The Chola Kings ruled over the country for more than four Centuries from 850 A.D. to 1280 A.D. Some earlier Kings of Vijayalaya dynasty must have begun to construct the inner shrine(Garbegraha). In the fourteenth Century the Hoysala Kings had their capital at Tiruvannamalai. Afterwards the Kings of Vijayanagar and Nayak Kings of Thanjavur ruled over this part of the Country. In the Seventeenth Century it came under the sway of the Nawabs of Carnatic. There was confusion and chaos after A.D. 1753. Muraru Raya, Krishna Raya, Mrithis Ali Khan, Burkat Ullakhan, French Soupries and Sambrinet, English Captain Stephen Smith besieged this place and had their successes and defeats. In A.D. 1790 it was captured by Tippu Sultan. During the first half of the nineteenth century it came under the British rule.

The Temple is situated east at the bottom of the hill half a mile west of the Railway Station. It faces East. It has got four stately towers on all the four sides and four high stone walls just like the rampart walls of a fort. The Eastern Tower called the Rajagopuram is the Highest. The Southern tower is called Thirumanjangopuram, that iin the west is called Peygopuram and that in the north is called Ammaniamma Gopuram. The temple occupies an extent of about 25 acres of land. The walls on the East and West measure 700 feet each. The South wall is 1479 feet long and North wall is 1590 feet. The Rajagopuram which adorns the East Gateway is 217 feet high with 11 storeys, its base measure 135 feet by 98 feet. This tower was built by King Krishna Devaraya of Vijayanagar and completed by Sevappa Nayaka of Thanjavur. Krishna Devaraya also constructed the Thousand Pillared Mantapam and dug the tank opposite to it . Ammani Ammal a Sanyasini built the North Gopuram which is called after her name.

The towers, the pillars in the Mantapams and Vimananms consist of figures of Sculptures Excellence.  In the side walls of the Entrance of East Gopuram there are dance poses and figures of Bewitching Beauty. Generally stone-Idols are fixed with what is called "Ashtabandana". But in this case it is "Swarnabandana" (Gold) which is of Special Importance. There are five inner rounds. Including what is called Madavilagam running just outside the temple walls and the four car streets and the path round the Giri the temple is said to have Seven Prakaras.

As enjoined, one should enter the temple by the Main Gate in front of the Sanctumsanctorum. Before entering the Eastern Gate we see the Sixteen-Pillared Mantapam and the Four-Pillared Mantapam. When we pass the Eastern Tower Gate we see the Gopura Ganapathi. This deity is held in high esteem and veneration by all devotees and the first worship to Him. We first come to the fifth prakaram and see before us the Kambathilayanar Sannidhi and Gnanappai Mantapam. Here it was that God Muruga appeared in a Pillar for the sake of the King Prabudadevaraya as prayed for by saint Arunagirinathar in response to his famouns song "Athalasadanarada". To the south there is the sacred tank called Sivaganga Theertham. It has stonesteps and Thirumalapathi Mantapam on all four sides.

In the South East corner of this fifth prakaram there is the Adiyar Viduthi (Devotees rest house), Siddhi Vinayagar shrine is found in the North-West side of the tank. To the West of the tank is the Theerthawarimantapam. There is Mangalavinayagar Sannidhi in the fifth South Prakaram and Thiruvarul Vilasa Mantapam just to the West of the South tower. There is the Kothala Vinayagar shrine in the Western Prakaram. There is nothing worth seeing in the Northern Prakaram except the big banyan tree which is considered sacred. Coming again to the Eastern Side of the fifth Prakaram we see the Mathapirappu Mantappam. A festival with Sri Chandrasekara Swami is celebrated here on the first day of the Tamil Month. Then we see the Thousand Pillared Mantapam and the underground temple of Sri Pathala Linga where at Ramana Maharishi's body was eaten by ants and months in his state of Supreme Awareness. In between Sivaganga Tank and Thousand Pillared Mantapam there are the Rudrakshamantapam and the Big Nandhi Mantapam.

From the fifth Prakaram we now go to the forth prakaram passing the tower gate of Vallala Maharaja Gopuram. Saint Arunagirinathar wanted to shuffle off his mortal coil by falling from this tower. Lord Murugan appeared before him and saved his life. Hence he came to be called Gopurathillaiyanar. Along with this deity we see the image of Saint Arunagirinathar also to the North of Vallalan Gopura Ganapathi, Kalyanasundaeswarar, Keswarar and Viranmindar one of the sixty three saivite saints. On crossing this towergate we enter the forth Prakaram. To the left there are the Kala Bairava Shrine and the temple tank called Barhma Theertham with the Teerthavari Mantapam. To the right we see Puravi Mantapam and the Sakthi Vilasam in which religious discourses are held. To the north of Brahma Teertham we see the shrines of Neleswarar, Vigneswarar, Vidyadhareswara and Brahmalinga.

Connecting the fifth and fourth Prakarams there are short tower-gates (Kattai Gopuram) on the Southern, Western and Northern sides. In the South-Western corner of the fourth Prakaram there are the Amavasya Mantapam, Vinayagar Shrine and what is called Sthula-Sukshma temple. To its north there is the Tirupatha Koil. In the North Western corner of the Thirupatha Koil there is the Karthigai Mantapam and Subramanya shrine. On the new moon day Shree Chandrasekara Swami is taken to the Amavasya Mantapam and Lord Subramanya to Krithigai Mantapam on the Krithigai day.

From the forth Prakaram we now go to the further inner circle, the third Prakaram. For this we have to cross what is called the Kili Gopuram(parrot-tower) gate in the East. Before entering this tower-gate we see on both sides the shrines of yanaithiraikonda Vinayagar, Subramaniar, Bairawar. Just in front of this entrance there is a Sixteen pillared Mandapam called the Katchi Mantapam. The five deities(Panchamurthis) are brought to this mantapam during the grand annual Karthigai Festival. Facing the hill they will give dharsan to the devotees simultaneously with the lighting of the hill top that evening. It is a sight to see and a teast to the devotees heart's desire.

To the south of the Katchimantapam there are the store room, temple kitchen and pannirmantapam and in the north we see Vasanthamantapam (used as Devasthanam Office), Yagasala, and the shrines dedicated to Kalatheeswaras, Chidambraeswara, Ekambareswarar and Jumbukeswarar. Thus we have all the panchastalas in the Arunachalam temple. We have the temple of pidari also. In the third South Prakaram there are the Mahila tress sacred to this shrine, and the Tirukalyana Mantapam and Bhimeswarar and Vigneswarar Shrines. Just near the west gate connecting the third and forth Prakarams there is the shrine of Arunagiri Yogeeswarar. Lord Arunagiri Siddha's centre in the temple is here and it is a very good place for Meditation. 

The separate temple for Unnamalai Nayaki or Abidhakujambal is situated in the North Western portion of the third Prakaram. In the Mahamantapam in front of the Arthamantapam of this shrine we see the image of Kalanthagar, Veenadharar, Veerabadrar, Adilakshmi, Santhanalakshmi, Gajalakshmi, Dhanalakshmi, Dhanyalakshmi, Vijayalakshmi, Ayswaryalakshmi, Veeralakshmi, Rudra Durga, Mahasakthi and Saraswathi. In the front mantapam there are also the shrines of Vijayaraghava Vinayagar, Navagrahams and Chitraputhrar. To the back of the sanetum-sanctorum we see the Parasakthiamman, Vigneswarar, Cholalingam and Cheralingam. Inside the Garbhagraha we see the charming and graceful Goddess Unnamulai Ambal, the inseperable partner of Sri Anurachaleswara. The Sanskrit name for the Goddess is Abidhakujambal.

After worshipping at Unnamulai Amman's shrine we come to the third Eastern Prakaram. Facing East at the extreme South and Extreme North there are the Shrines of Sambanda Vinayagar and Palaniandavar. On both sides of the entrance to the second Prakaram we see Ganpathi and Subramaniam and the Dwarapalakars (Gate keepers). Taking leave of Adhikara Nandikeswarar in the passage we enter into the second Prakaram. In the North we see Isanyalingam and all Utsavamurthis (festival idols) and in the South there is Indra Lingam. On all there sides of the second Prakaram there are number of deities. They are given below in detail.

KARTHIGAI DEEPAM FESTIVAL

We should know in detail about this annual holy beacon festival. Brahma and Vishnu were both quarrelling about their relative superiority. To give a decision on it and to erase their ego Lord Siva stood before them in the form of a blazing mountain. Having failed in their attempt to find out its top and bottom the two prayed to Lord Siva for His grace. He blessed them saying that he would appear in the form of Jothi on the top of the hill every year on the day of Karthigai in the month of Karthigai. To commemorate this event the Deepam festivals is being conducted at Tiruvannamalai every year.

There is ample literary evidence to prove that this lighting festival is one of the oldest in Tamil country. Tholkappiam is the oldest extent work in Tamil literature. In commenting on one of the Sutras in Tholkappiam,Nachinarkiniar, the prince of commentators, mentions"the light lit on the Karthigai day of the Karthigai month". Scholars ascribe the age of Tholkappiam to be three thousand years old. Jeevaka Chintamani, a Jain work and one of the five great Tamil Epics by Thirthakka Devar mentions "lighting a lamp on the hill on Karthigai day". Karnarpathu and Kalavazhinarpathu, the two old Tamil literary works refer to lighting on Karthigai day. Saints Appar and Sambandar who hailed in the 7th century A.D. makes references in this respect. There is a provebial saying "light on the hill" when one wants to express a thing world-wide known. This bears eloquent testimony to the antiquity of the lighting festival on the hill.

Of the five elements earth,water,fire,air and ether, fire is considered important as being in the middle. Adding Sun, Moon and Soul to these it is said that God exposes Himself in eight forms "Ashtamurthams". So the Vedas, Agamas and Puranas extol God as Rudragni Sivajothi and Paramjudar. Just as fire destroys impurity in anything, God destroy the darkness of ignorance and egoism in men and blesses them with the light of wisdom. This is short is the philosophic truth behind the celebration of the festival.

Something should be said about the festival proper which will be of use to devout piligrim. The Karthigai Deepam festival is celebrated in the Tamil month of Karthigai(November-December). It begins on Uttradam day with flag hoisting and goes on for nine days.

Between the raising and the lowering of the flag, the temple is the scene of two types of activity during the day: each morning and evening the five deities, Shiva, the goddess, Subrahmanya, Ganapati, and Chandikeshvara, go around the car-streets in procession; before leaving, they present themselves in front of the sacrificial hall where the fire-ritual is performed twice a day, and receive on their foreheads a protective black spot made of ash mixed with ghee. On the seventh day the same deities, each on a huge wooden car, are led in turn around the four temple streets in a procession which lasts the whole day.

In the early hours of the tenth day Bharani Deepam in five agantams will be lit in Arunachaleswarar's Sannithi. In the evening the Pancha Murthis will be brought to the Katchi Mantapam. At duck(Pradosha) the Karthigai day synchronising with the full moon day, the deity, Ardhanareeswarar is taken out to this place with the five deepams which are put in a big receptacle near the flag-stuff. At the same time the beacon light on the hill is lit. The huge concourse of devotees from all parts of our country in a million voice raise a cry cimultaneously "Harohara to Annamalai" which will rend the air. It is a sight for the Gods to see. On the hill top there is a big copper turn in which large quantities of camphor, ghee and wicks(of cloths) are poured and when these are lighted it will be seen from miles around for somedays after the Deepam festival day. We do not have such a huge light in any other place of our country. On the same night the eleven storeyed Gopuram is also lit with "Ahals"(earthern oil lamps) set in rows in all the storeys. Though this festival is special to Tiruvannamalai it is common throught the Tamil country. Lighting festival is celebrated in all the temples of South India including Vishnu temples. All the houses will also be illuminated with number of lamps being arranged in rows to give beautiful appearance.

It is ordained that a pilgrim to Tiruvannamalai for this festival should take one meal on the previous(Bharani) day, worship Bharani Deepam during the early hours on the Karthigai Deepam day, go round the hill walking the entire distance of eight miles, see on the way Adi(Ani)Annamalai temple and fasting completely that day should see the lighting that evening. He should take food only the next day. The intrinsic truth about seeing the light may be summed up thus; "Body is the hill; mind the vessel; love the wick; incessant meditation the ghee; breath the camphor and wisdom the fire. To light this flame and dispel the darkness is the effect produced on one who sees the light". 

GIRIVALAM

The Holy Mountain of Arunachala rises up with an elevation of 2669 feet (800 m).  The Road encircling the mountain where devotees circumbulate is 8 1/2 miles which is 14 kms long.  On Full Moon days and festival days (like Karthigai, first day of the Tamil month, Tamil New Year day) hundreds of thousands of devotees circumbulate (GIRIVALAM) the mountain and get the blessings of the Lord Arunachala.

Though devoid of vegetation the hill stands in prominence amidst picturesque surroundings and is visible for miles around. This hill is of Igneous rock (connected with fire) which is one of the four kinds of mountains classified by geology. So one sees the truth behind the tradition regarding the origin and formation of this hill. Our religious philosophy is based on science and there is always the combination of Vignana and Meygnana. These two are inextricably intertwined. An American Geologist has stated about this mountain thus:- "Arunachala should have been thrown up by the earth under the stress of some violent volcanic eruption in the dim ages before even the coal-bearing strata were formed. This rocky mass of granite may be dated back to the earliest epoch of the history of our planet's crust, that epoch which long preceded the vast sedimentary formation in which fossil records of plants and animals have been preserved. It existed long before the gigantic saurians of the pre-historic world moved their ungainly forms through the primeval forests that covred our early earth. It was contemporaneous with the formation of the very crust of earth itself. Arunachala was almost as hoary and as ancient as our planetary home itself"." It was indeed a remnant of the vanished continent (Kumarikandam) of Eunken Lemuria, of which the indigenous legends still keep a few memories. The Tamil traditions not only speak of the vast antiquity of this and other hills, but assert that Himalayas were not thrown up till later. Untold centuries, therefore, pressed their weight upon this time defying pile which arose so abruptly from the plains. The whole peck offers no pretty panorama of regular outline, straight sides and balanced proportions, but rather the reverse. Even its base wanders aimlessly about an eight mile circuit, with several spurs and foot hills, as though unable to make up its mind as to when it shall come to an end. Its substance is nothing but igneous and laterise rock". What a miracle! Such a barren rock has captivated the souls of sages and saints for ages together.

Legends say that Tiruvannamalai was a fire (Agni) mountain in Krathayuga, Gold (Swarna) mountain in Thrathayugha, Copper (Thambra) mountain in Duvaparayuga and rock mountain in this Kaliyuga.

Arunachala hill has a high status in our sacred tradition and Tamil legends hold that it is far more ancient than the Himalayas which are comparatively known to be of later origin. Arunachala is a combination of two Sanskrit words Aruna and Achala. Aruna means 'red' and Achala means ' immovable' mount, there by known as "Red Mount". It is also called the "Hill of the Holy Beacon" and "Hill of the Holy Fire". The philosophers would give another interpretation for the word Arunachala. Aruna is force(Sakthi) and Achala is Shiva i.e. that which cannot be moved. The Hill therefore represents Shiva and Parvathi. There is still another interpretation Aruna means "Free from Bondage" and Achala means "motionless, steady". The true inner meaning of the word is that one can attain salvation only by concentration on God free from wordly bondage. The popular Tamil name is "Annamalai" which is also a combination of two words 'Anna' and 'malai'. Anna or "attained" and malai means hill. This denotes the story of dispute between Brahma and Vishnu and the philosophic truth behind it. From an inscription in the temple and from the Sanskrit work "Sahitya Retnakara" it is seen that the hill is called as Sonachala(Red Mount). The hill is regarded as Tejo linga(the fire symbol of God) or Jothi linga. It stands at the rear end of the town and the temple is at the foot of the hill.

There are Eight Lingas,Eight Nandis more than 350 tanks and many mandapas around the hill.
The Eight Lingums are

1. Indira Lingum (direction:East) is the first lingam in the girivalam.

2. Agni Lingum (direction:South East) is the second lingam in the girivalam is in the chengem Road near tamary kulum.This is the Only Lingum situated in the righten side of the girivalam path,other lingams are in the Southern side.

3. Ema Lingum (direction:South)   This is the third lingum in the girivalam path.It is 3 k.m. from Raja Gopuram.

4. Niruthi Lingum (directon:South West)  This is the fourth lingum in the girivalam path. Sani thirthum is nearer to this lingum.

5. Varuna Lingum (direction:West)  It is in the Western direction and 8 k.m. from the Raja Gopuram.Varuna thirthum is next to this.

6. Vaaiu Lingum (direction:North West)  is the sixth in the Row.

7. Kubera Lingum(direction:North)  is the important Lingum in the Girivalam. People throw coins on this lingum.

8. Esanya Lingum (direction:North East)   is the Last lingum in the girivalam.
SRI RAMANA ASHRAM

The Ramanasramam gives us a feeling of being in a hermitage due to its surroundings, flowering trees and peaceful and pristine pure atmosphere. It attracts tourists from all over the world.

gururamana Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharshi is widely recognised as the most unique spiritual personality of the 20th Century.  His life was a perfect example of simplicity, purity, equality and equanimity, born from an unalterable experience of supreme peace and oneness. He was a rare, pure channel of Divine Grace, that purposely made itself available to all living beings.

Sri Ramana Maharshi attained Mukthi in 1950.  Books on Ramana Maharshi life and experiences, are available both in Tamil and English in the ashramam bookshop. Other spiritual books, devotional song CDs and cassettes are also available.

YOGI RAM SURATHKUMAR ASHRAM

Yogi Ram Surathkumar Ashram,  also known as Visiri Samiyar Ashram,  is one of the beautiful place in our Town.  It is situated near the Ramana Ashram.  Devotees from all over the world visit Yogi Ram Surathkumar Ashram.  He attained mukthi in the year of 2000.

Sathanur Dam 

Sathanur Dam is one of the Major Dam Constructed across Pennaiyar River. The dam can be reached by road 30 km from Thiruvannamalai Town.

This Dam was constructed during the year 1958. Sathanur Dam is the oldest hero in Cinema Industry. All the films in midst of 1960-1980 was shouted here. Beautiful parks were maintained here with lawns and parks. A mini zoo is maintained inside the park area to enjoy the Children.

One swimming pool is maintained inside the dam to enjoy the tourist during the visit to dam. A large Crocodile farm and a fish grotta is maintained here to know the life of Crocodile and fish culture.

A visit to Sathanur Dam is a useful one to the Engineering students who want to know about the irrigation structures, Sathanur Dam is one of the oldest and beautiful dam here to be visited.

Sathanur Dam is constructed across the Thenpennai River in Chengam Taluk among Chennakesava Hills.  It has a capacity of 7321 million cubic feet (Full level 119 feet).   An area of 7183 hec. of Land is benefited by the left bank canal and 905 hec. of land is benefited by the right bank canal in Thandrampet and Thiruvannamalai Blocks.  This is one of the best picnic place in our District. The Beautiful Garden with colorful statues are also available in it.  This Garden is one of the Famous Cine Shooting Spot in South India.
Tiruvarur District
History

The District of Tiruvarur has been carved out as a separate district due to trifurcation of Thanjavur District (of 1981 census). According to   this    division, seven   taluks   namely  Kudavasal, Thiruvarur, Nannilam, Needamangalam, Mannargudi, Thirutturaippundi and Valangaiman were detached from the Thanjavur district to form this new district. At present also this district is comprised of seven taluks and ten Community Development Blocks.

Thanjavur attained prominence under the  Chola    rulers  who were    paramount in South India during the 9th to 12th centuries. They were excellent rulers and mighty builders. Many examples are found in the district which bears testimony to this. Many of these temples reflect the geniusness and architectural proficiency in sculpture, painting and wood-carving.

The administration of Thanjavur (Tiruvarur) was given over to English fully under the Treaty of 1799. The  ruler of  Thanjavur  was  allowed  to  retain the fort of Thanjavur with very limited powers. When the ruler died in 1841, without heir,  the Thanjavur fort was also annexed by the British.  Thanjavur remained under the British rule until 1947 when India attained freedom.    

TOURIST PLACES

Sri Thiayagaraja Temple 
Sri Thiayagaraja Temple   is situated at Tiruvarur. A Function called "AZHAZHI THER" will be celebrated every year during   the month of April. It is the birth place of great three Carnatic Musicians - THIAYAGARAJA SWAMIGAL, MUTHUSAMY DHISHITHAR, SIYAMA SASTRIGAL.

Sri Rajagopalaswamy Temple 
Sri Rajagopalaswamy Temple at Mannargudi. Mannargudi is 28 Kms from Tiruvarur. A function called "PAR PUGHALUM PANGUNI TIRUVIZHA" will be celebrated every year during the month of March.

Sri Murugan Temple 
Sri Murugan Temple is situated at ENGAN. Engan is 13 Kms from Tiruvarur.

Sri Kothandaramar Temple
Sri Kothandaramar Temple at THILLAIVILAGAM in Tiruthuraipoondi Taluk. It is 20 Kms from Tiruthuraipoondi.

Sri Saraswathi Temple 
Sri Saraswathi Temple at Koothanur, Nannilam Taluk, 22 Kms from Tiruvarur.

JAMBAVANODAI DHARGA 
JAMBAVANODAI DHARGA in Tiruthuraipoondi Taluk. Holy place for Muslims. 53 Kms from Tiruvarur and 25 Kms from Tiruthuraipoondi.

Sivan Temple 
Sivan Temple at ALANGUDI. Alangudi is 35 Kms from Tiruvarur and 15 Kms from Kumbakonam.   It is one of the star (GURU) of the NAVAGRAHAS.

Bird Sanctuaries at UDAYAMARTHANDAPURAM 
Bird Sanctuaries at UDAYAMARTHANDAPURAM in Tiruthuraipoondi Taluk and VADUVOOR in Mannargudi Taluk.   Udayamarthandapuram is 20 Kms from Tiruthuraipoondi and Vaduvoor is 23 Kms from Thanjavur.
Vellore – The Fort City
Vellore has  the blend of  rich heritage and culture representing the ancient Dravidan civilisation. Vellore  had the previlege of being the seat of the Pallava, Chola, Nayak, Maratha, Arcot Nawabs and Bijapur Sultan Kingdoms. It was described as the best and the strongest fortress during the Carnatic War in the 17th Century. It  witnessed the massacre of European soldier during the mutiny of 1806.

Vellore    district    lies between  12° 15’  to  13° 15’   North  latitudes  and  78° 20’ to 79° 50’  East  longitudes  in  Tamilnadu  State.   The geographical area of this district is 6077 sq. k.m. The total population as per 1991 Census is 30,26,432.

Vellore,  the Headquarters of  Vellore District,   is well  connected  by Rail and Bus routes to major towns  of  the neighbouring states like Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and  Kerala. The history of the District assumes  great significance and relevance, as we unfold the glorious past. The Monuments found in the district give a vivid picture of the town through the ages. In the 18th  Century Vellore District was the scene  of  some of the decisive battles  fought  in Ambur 1749 A.D., Arcot 1751 A.D. and  Vandavasi  1768 A.D. as  a  result of the long – drawn struggle between the English and the French for Supremacy.

One of the monuments of Vellore is the Fort. A very close examination of the stone inscriptions suggests that the Fort in all probability might  have  been built during the rule of Chinna Bommi Nayak (1526 to 1595 A.D.). The Fort  is  one of  the most perfect  specimens of Military  architecture in South India. The Jalakandeswarar Temple inside the Fort is a very fine example of Vijayanagar architecture. The Kalyana mantap on  the left of the entrance, with  intricate carvings and delicacy of  execution  bears testimony  to the  engineering marvel and advanced state of sculpture of the times. Another landmark that has put Vellore on the Centre stage of Medical world is the Christian Medical College & Hospital.

The outstanding performance of this district in contributing to the Military Service is commendable, as more and more men have enlisted themselves  to the Military Service, to serve the nation with  indomitable spirit and courage. The clock tower in the long bazaar, Vellore was built in 1928 A.D.. A stone  inscription in  the building  reads "VELLORE – FROM THIS VILLAGE 277 MEN WENT TO THE GREAT WAR 1914-18, OF THEM 14 GAVE UP THEIR LIVES".  This is a recorded testimony to Vellore and the Military prowess of the men of this area.                                                                   

HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE OF VELLORE DISTRICT

Vellore, the Head- Quarters  of  Vellore District  situated   in 12' 35' N and 79' 9' E , has a very interesting History of its own. A strategically  located town, it is  well connected  by Rail  and bus routes to major towns of the neighboring states like A.P. Karnataka and Kerala. The History of  the district assumes a great significance and relevance, as we unfold the glorious past. It was  under  the  sway   of  various dynasties and  rulers, the  prominent  among them being the Pallavas , Cholas of Uraiyur,  the  Rashtrakutaa  dynasty of  Malkhed, Sambuvarayar,  the rulers of  Vijayanagarm, Mamathas, the Nawabs of the carnatic and the British. The Monuments found  in the district  give a vivid picture of the town through the ages. In the 18 th Century Vellore District was  the  scene of  some of  the  decisive battles fought in Ambur (1749) A.D Arcot (1751) A.D and Vandivasi (1760A.D) as a result  of  the long -drawn struggle between the English and the French for Supremacy.

One of the monuments of Vellore is the fort and its exact date of construction could not be established, in the absence of proper records. A very close examination of the stone inscriptions suggests that the fort in all probability might have been built during the rule of Chinna. Bommi Nayak (1526 to 1595A. D) . The fort is one of the most perfect specimens of Military architecture in South India.

The Jalakandeswarar  Temple inside the fort  is  very  fine example of Vijayanagar architecture. The Kalyana mantap, on   the left of  the entrance, with  intricate caring   and delicacy  of exaction, bears testimony  to the engineering marble and advanced state of sculpture of the times. Another land mark that has put  Vellore on the center stage of Medical world is the  Christian  Medical  College  Hospital.  Dr . IDA  Scudder,  the  American  lady,  with a  missionary zeal, started her Medical work in 1900 A.D. by setting up a very small Hospital, which in the last hundred years has grown into a premier Medical  Institution of  international  repute.  The central prison in Vellore ,  set up in  1830 A.D. is  another  Historically important land mark as some eminent personalities and Freedom Fighters like Thiru. Rajaji, Thiru C.N. Annadurai, Thiru. K. Kamaraj , the former presidents of India Thiru. V.V.Giri, Thiru. R.VenkataRaman had served their prison terms here. The other  note  worthy  monuments are the Mausoleums located in Aruganthampoodi area on the Vellore - Arcot road, where  the  family  members of  Tippu Sultan were  buried and  the  Muthu mandapam on  the banks of river of palar, a memorial  raised by  the Tamil Nadu Government to honor Vikarama Rja Singha , the last  Tamil King who ruled Kandy (Srilanka ) from 1798 to 1815 A.D. He was imprisoned in Vellore fort for 17 years.

VELLORE DISTRICT IN THE FREEDOM STRUGGLE

Vellore District  had  always been  on  the  fore - front in the struggle for freedom. In fact the Sepoy Mutiny of 1806 A.D. that  broke out  inside the Vellore fort against  the British  authority  is considered  to be a prelude to the Great Revolt of 1857, which is often described by some historians as the first war of Independence.

The outstanding  performance of  this district  in contributing to  the Military service is Commendable, as more and  more men have enlisted  themselves to the Military  service, to serve  the  nation with  indomitable sprit and courage. The clock tower  in  the long Bazaar Vellore was  built  in  1920 A.D. a stone inscription  in  the  building reads "Vellore - From this Village 277 men want to the Great war 1914-18,of them 14 gave up their lives ". This is a recorded testimony the Velour and Military prowess of this area.

ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL CHANGES IN VELLORE IN THE 20TH CENTURY

The  economic  condition  of  the district  in the earlier stages was not  very sound , in the absence of the major industries. Thanks  to  the sustained  efforts and Vigorous police of  the Govt . Industries like  Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd Ranipet, Tamil Nadu Explosives Ltd., Katpadi. Have been set up. Besides there has been marked growth of small scale industries and    Tanneries   in  the  district. This  industrial  activity  has  not  only  generated   employment  opportunities , but  also contributed. Uzhavar to economic growth the recently introduced ./ Uzhavar Sandhai., for instance has benefited the rural poor. giving much needed thrust to the economic. The innovative self help groups of woman are also playing a very useful role in building rural economy and helping rural women to be self reliant.

The  social  scenario  also  has  changed  keeping  pace with the changing times. Increased social awareness and upward social  growth  mark  the  successful  story of the district . The bonded labour, the child labour, etc. Are fast disappearing giving  place  to new  social order. A striking  feature of the social change is that the district achieved cent percent literacy owing to the effective implementation of the Arivoli, Movement.

The  Samathuvapurams that  are  being set  up, in various parts of   the district , herald a new era,  as social harmony and peaceful co-existence of different  communities  are the basic concept of  this scheme. The Varumun Kappom Thittam by proving basic  infrastructure to rural  folk for a free medical examination is indeed a milestone in the social history of Tamil Nadu.

The cultural impact in the society is also very significant same of the traditional arts of  the District like the Therukoothu., an art  form  folk  theaters, Kokkalikottai, a  famous  traditional dance in  the district  are gradually vanishing. But it  is also a matter of solace to note that some of the handicrafts for which the Vellore district are renowned, are still flourishing . Mats making  in  Walajapet, silk weaving in  Arni and  the traditional  art of  pot making in Vellore and places around, are some of  the  handicrafts which are enable to successfully withstand  challenges  through ages.  The poomalai., scheme that  has been introduced by the govt. will not only preserve the traditional handicrafts, but also promote  their growth.

DEVELOPMENT OF COLLEGIATE EDUCATION IN THE DISTRICT

The  Vellore District  is  one of   the  leading  districts of   the state., where  the development of  the  education  has  been consistently  good  and  commendable. The American Arcot mission, which was established in vellore center in 1853, has the distribution of pioneering the cause of higher education by establishing The American Arcot mission College affliliated to  the  University  of  Madras  as early as 1898. This  later come  to  be known as Voorhees College. The Sacred Heart College, Tirupattur the Auxilium Collage, ( for women) at Katpadi are other Christian institutions dedicated themselves to the  cause  of  education. The Govt .of  Tamil Nadu  with  an  ambitious  scheme  and  ardent  desire  to  promote  higher education ,  set up   series   of  Arts   Collages throughout  the  state.  The  Muthurangam  Govt.   Arts  Collage,  Vellore . Thirumagal  mills Govt Arts  collage, Gudiyatham  Arigar Anna Arts collage for women, Walajah have been established in the rural end poor students.

The  private  participation  in  the  growth  of  higher  education in the District is also over whelming. The D.K.M. Collage for women Vellore is a fine Example. 

Some  Muslim  Philanthropists and  educationists,  realising  the need  to  wide open opportunities for the muslim youth to learn  higher  education, have  established  educational centers. The Islamiah collage , Vaniayambadi, C. Abdul  Hakeem collage, Melvisharam, Mazhrul -uloom collage, Ambur, the Muslim minority Institutions  are also contributing their mite in promoting higher education in the District. The Arabic Collage in Vellore town is another important educational center for higher education.

The district is not Lagging behind in providing professional education. The Christian Medical Collage, Vellore. Which is of international  repute,  is  offering  even P.G. courses in some specialised  branches. By starting an Engineering Collage, the Govt.  also has  fulfilled  the  aspiration of  the student community of this district. In view of the financial constraints , in the Last few  years, the Govt., has  encourage self  financing Institutions. The Vellore engineering Collage, Vellore , which has many  academic distinction to  its  credit, The  Priyadershini engineering college., Vaniyampadi, have  come  into existence as  a  result.  And  there  is  also  Govt .  Teachers  Training  Collage, in  Vellore  offering  both U.G. & P.G. courses. The phenomenal  growth  of  these educational institution in  the district only  testify  the growing demand and the keen interest evinced by the student community for higher and professional Education.   
Landmarks
VELLORE FORT

The fortification of the fort consists of a main rampart broken at   irregular  intervals by round  towers and rectangular projections. The  walls  are  constructed with  hewn  Kangaroo stones  of  rectangular  shape. The walls of  the fortress are connected so  that the outer wall  which  is  lower  than the other, which is extended to the inner wall, from a curtain of enormous thickness which cannot be affected by gun, spears and  arrows. The upper parapets are built lined with brick work in which embrasures are cut. This is evidently the work of European engineers at a later period of fort's history.

The narrow  wall  running  round  the fort  can be reached  by a  flight of  steps at  the entrance of the fort. The main walls are built so strong  with  stones  cut  and  filled together without mortar. In some places, wide ramps, raised within the fort the wall walk has been constructed  on  the outer  wall.  On  the southern  side there  is  a   raised  bastion on  which  the flag staff  stands   and there are two small  round  towers raised  on  the  main  works at the  south-east and north-east angles. The old  entrance was by a wading roadway with  massive gates and protected by a drawbridge, which was altered in the eighteenth  century and adopted for defense by artillery. On  the southern side there  is also a  postern which crosses  the ditch at  a low level provided  with steps on its end. The Vellore fort  is  perhaps the  most beautiful specimen of military architecture in South India and it is still in a good state of preseration.

The broad   moat  which  surrounds  the  fort  receives  water  from  Suryagunta  tank,  a large   reservoir near  the railway station. The most  of yore,  which boasted of more than 10,000 crocodiles, according to a local legend is no longer there. The moat is dry today on the  southern  side  while  parts  of  the  eastern  and  western  sides  also  face  the  same  predicament.  On    its  construction  it  was  constructed  for  greater defensive  purposes and  it  was built and  made  fairly  wide  and  deep. The circumference of the the moat is about 8000 feet at a length and depth of 190 feet and 20 feet respectively.

The  fort and  the temple  were  selected  for  conservation  by  the  A.S.I.  Perhaps  the  moat served as  the inner boundary and river Palar   served  as  the  northern  boundary  and  on  the  eastern side,  a  fosse  in  the  Madras, Bangalore  hsighway at  Sathuvachari along  with  the adjoining hills  must  have  served  as the boundary and  the remnants of  which  are  still found on the roadside. The temple and the fort were brought  under the  control of  A.S.I. in  1921.  The  outer  length of the fort  is about 2500 feet  and 1500 feet in breadth. The height of  the outer wall is about 30 feet and the breadth is about 25 feet.  The approximate circumstance of the fort is 2600 meters.

JALAKANTESWARAR TEMPLE

Jalakanteswarar  or  "Siva residing in the water"  temple entrance  is topped  with  a  fine gopuram  with  massive  wooden  gates  and studded  with  bosses  of   iron  like  lotus  flowers.   The best   sculpture  is  found  on  the  left side of  the  entrance,  a porch  which  contains  monolithic pillars  of  grandeur  and  delicacy of  execution.  The temple is adorned  with some remarkable sculptures. Walls have  been  built between its piers and white wash and fittings have reduced it to the condition which we thought appropriate to  the noblest works of India. The great cornice has double flexures  and  its little trellis work of supports is  a very elegant form.  The outer facing  is said to be about only an inch in thickness and  its network of supports  is  more elaborate   and delicate. The bracket shafts are attached  to  the  pier by   a very elegant open work.  The bracket  shafts are  mere  monuments  in  a  neglected  condition. There  are impressive  sculptures  in  the temple  particularly outside  the swami  sannathi and  inside the main mandapam. The temple  could be entered  from the northern  side and  the  sanctum  sanctorum  is  a  small low  building  and at  the entrance there are dwarakapalas in blue granite.  At  the main  entrance   there  are solid pillars,  highly sculptured and decorated,   supports the upper works. The shrine  is  enclosed within  an  inner  line of  walls, having a low gopuram at the entrance.  The carvings are  crude compared with  the outer enclosure. Sculpture work on the ceilings and pillars are rich in its characteristics. In the north west corner of  the outer prakara there  is a well which has a stone door way opening on a  point which is usually below water level. The under  ground mandapa or  Neerazhi Mandapa   is  said  to  lead  to a  subterranean  passage  leading  to  the  River Palar.     

KALYANA MANDAPA - INSIDE THE FORT

Vijayanagar   temples  became  very  elaborate  both  in  structure and  organisation.  In this period,  South Indian  art  attained   rich expression.  Even  the old temples  were  amplified  by  the addition of  pillared halls, pavilions and other  subordinate structures.  The most characteristic addition is the  Kalayana Mandapam, generally  put on the  left  in the courtyard of  the temple as we  enter it  from the east. The temple  at  Vellore  is also adorned  with the  Kalayana Mandapam.  It  is  a  grand  piece of  stone  architecture in Vellore which is considered to be  the most beautiful structure or its kind in South India.

 Some  noticeable  figures of  soldiers  in  leather  jerkins  fastened  with  buttons  and  loops  armed  with  swords represents Vijayanagar infantry. The mandapa is perhaps the  richest and most  beautiful  structure of  its kind  and  one of  the best  specimens of Dravidian style of architecture.  The cornice  running  round  the roof  is the most magnificent of  its kind.   All   the five pillars   and   four  joining   panels are carved out of  a  single  stone.  It   is  quite marvelous how the work could have been executed without fracture. Each pillar has upon its faces, figures from one to two feet in height, well proportioned and magnificently chiseled.

The  ornamental  roof  represents  the circles  of  parrots  hanging,  heads  downwards,  holding  in  their   beaks and claws  the open  petals of  lotus  flowers.  Each  one   is  carved  from one large stone, indeed a marvel of Indian art. Several figures of animals, such as simhas  or lions, elephants,  roaring  up and in various  postures in several tiers one over the other are also available. The very ornate pillared  pavilion  with  a raised  central  platform  is  for  the reception of  the deity  and  his consort at  the annual  celebration of their marriage and  it is also unique in character  engraved  with  sculptures. The inner  pillars are of  different  designs and highly  artistic.  It is a blend of  Dravidan  architecture  and  Chalukyan style of architecture.
CENTRAL JAIL

The Central Jail, Vellore was established on 19.03.1867 with 160 convicts.  It is the largest  Jail in the dist. The prison has historical importance. Political leaders  like  former president Thiru R. VENKAT RAMAN,  Dr. ARINGER  C.N. ANNA DURAI,  Thiru V.V.GIRI,    Thiru K. KAMARAJ and   Thiru VINOBA BHAVE  were  confined  in  this  prison. Convicts sentenced  to  imprisonment  are   confined  in  the  jail  from various districts of  the Presidency as  well  as  from  Burma.  Many prisoners sentenced to transpiration by the courts of this Presidency are retained when considered physically unfit for deportation to Andaman. The expenditure in the jail is recovered by the value of the convict’s labour

The chief industry carried out in the jail is weaving. A great variety of clothes of various patterns as well as table clothes, gunnies, choir mats, carpets etc are woven. Central jail is famous for its carpets. The manufacture was first taught to the convicts by a carpet weaver of Vellore. The fabrics are excellently woven and find ready sale in England. Carpentry, shoe making, iron and brass work and tent making are also carried on and the prison is well worth a visit. By extreme hard work and good conduct, convicts may earn a remission not exceeding 1/6th of the total period of imprisonment awarded them.

There is a small sub jail attached to the central prison to accommodate the remand and under-trail prisoners of this dist. They will be sent to the concerned courts on the dates under Police Escorts.

MUTHU MANDABAM

Muthu Mandabam was inaugurated on 01.07.1990 by the then  Hon'ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu Mr. M. Karunanidhi.  

Vikrama Raja Singhan, the last Tamil ruler to rule Kandy (Sri Lanka) was originally named Kannuswamy. He belonged to the Nayak dynasty of Madurai.  The Britishers fought with him for 16 years from 1815 and Vikrama was arrested and imprisoned in the Vellore fort jail. He died in 1832.

Only in 1983 his cemetery was found. In his memory the MUTHU MANDABAM was established here in Vellore. His samadhi was erected by his son, A. Vikrama Raja Singham on 27.07.1832.

There are six cemetry of which three have their names written on it. One of them is the  cemetry of Vikrama Raja Singhan. To the right of it is the samadhi of his great grand son, Thiru C.K. Narasimhala Raja who died on 08.10.1948. To the left is the samadhi of  great grand daughter Sow. Raualakshmi Devi, wife of Shri. V. Rangarajah (direct great grant son of the last ex-king of Ceylon who died at Tanjore on 09.03.1944).   

The Govt. of Tamil Nadu was appreciated for preserving the truth of the last Tamil king of Ceylon. The building  construction was  started  on 20.04.1990 and was finished on 01.07.1990.

Other Monuments
· St. John's Church -  Inside the Fort                     

· Mosque - Inside the Fort                                    

· King George V and Queen Mary Clock Tower      

· Government Museum - Vellore                              

· Tippu Sultan Family Graveyard                            

· Madarasaye Mohammediya Masjid -(Built in 1750 AD )

· Muthu Mandapam - Tomb of Vikrama Raja Singha 

· Delhi Gate - Arcot                                                          

· Tippu Mahal  - Arcot
Tourist Places
· Elagiri - Lake    

· Palar Anaicut Dam   

· Kavalur Observatory    

· Tippu mahal - Arcot  

· Delhi Gate - Arcot 

· Mordhana - Dam   

· Jalagamparai   

· Jalagamparai - Water Falls   
VAINU BAPPU OBSERVATORY - KAVALUR

The Vainu Bappu Observatory of the Indian Institute of Astrophysics traces its origin back to the year 1786 when William Petrie set up his private observatory at his garden house at Egmore, Madras, which eventually came to be known as the Madras Observatory. Later it was moved over to Kodaikanal and functioned there as the Kodaikanal Observatory since 1899.

M.K. Vainu Bappu who took over as the Director of the Kodaikanal Observatory in 1960, found a sleepy little hamlet called Kavalur in the Javadu Hills as a suitable site for establishing optical telescopes for observing the celestial objects. This came to be known as Kavalur Observatory. Later on,  autonomy was obtained and the Head Quarters moved over to Bangalore with the new name as the Indian Institute of Astrophysics.

LOCATION:

 Kavalur observatory is located in Kavalur in the Javadu Hills in Alangayam, Vellore District. The Kavalur Observatory is located in a 100 acre forest land in Tamil Nadu, which is strewn with a variety of greenery of tropical region besides a number of medicinal plants with an occasional appearance of some wild life like deer, snakes and scorpions. Several varieties of birds have also been spotted in the campus. The observatory is at an altitude of 725m above mean sea level (longitude 78° 49.6' E ; latitude 12° 34.6' N). Apart from being reasonably away from city lights and industrial areas, the location has been chosen in order to be closer to the earth's equator for covering both northern and southern hemispheres with equal ease. In addition, its longitudinal position is such that it is the only major astronomical facility between Australia and South Africa for observing the southern objects.

Other Research Institutes
· The Sugarcane Research Station, Melalathur was started in February 1935 under the auspices of the scheme of Sugarcane Research sanctioned by the Imperial Council of Agriculture Research. This station was transferred to Tamil Nadu Agricultural University (TNAU) from the Government of Tamil Nadu from 1.4.1981 onwards.

· AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH STATION VIRINJIPURAM

· Veterinary University Training Research Centre – Ranipet
Viluppuram District

Geographical Position

Viluppuram District lies between 11 38' 25" N and 12 20' 44" S: 78 15' 00"  W and 79 42' 55" E with an area of 722203 Hec.   It was carved out from the South Arcot District on 30.09.1993 and was rehristened as Viluppuram District.  The residual part of the erstwhile South Arcot district was named as Cuddalore District.

It is surrounded on East and South by Cuddalore District.  The West by Salem and Dharmapuri District and on the North by Thiruvannamalai and Kanchipuram District.  

History of Viluppuram District

Viluppuram District was earlier a part of Cuddalore District.  It was then bifurcated from Cuddalore and became  a separate district on 30th September 1993. Because of this, the history of Viluppuram district closely resembles that of Cuddalore.

The Cholas were the early rulers. Among these rulers, Karikala Chola was the most famous and powerful.

For a short period, the Cholas were overthrown by Simha Vishnu Pallava and the Region came under the Pallava rule for sometime.  Vijayalaya Chola again revived Chola rule. This was the beginning of great Chola Empire. The later Chola rulers were weak and the power passed on to the hands of Eastern Chalukyas.

Cholas regained their lost position but with the rise of Jatavarman Sundara Pandya-1 (1251 A.D), Chola supremacy came to an end. The sway of Pandyas lasted for over 50 years, followed by Muslim domination from 1334 to 1378 A.D.  By 1378,  the region came under the rule of Vijayanagar Kingdom and Nayaks were appointed  as the rulers of the region.

In 1677 Shivaji took Ginjee area with the assistance of Golkonda forces. Then came the Mughals. During the Mughal regime, both the English and French acquired settlements in South Arcot. During the Anglo-French rivalry,  the entire district was turned into a war land. After sometime, the entire area came under the control of East India Company.  It remained under British authority till 1947 when India became independent. 

District Tourist Places

Viluppuram is the district headquarters of the Viluppuram District, which was bifuricated from the erstwhiele composite Sourt Arcot District from 30th September, 1993.   It is the Second largest District in the State which lies in the middle of the Tiruchirapalli to Chennai National Highways No. 45.  It is well connected by the rail road and it is major junction.  From here one can go to any corner of the Tamil Nadu as well as to other part of India.  This district is having variety of tourist spots which are more than 100 years old. The district has temples, masques and churches which are very old and famous.   We are welcoming you to visit our district tourist places.

GINGEE  FORT

Nestled on three hills, and enclosed by a huge rampart 60 feet thick, stands the majestic GINGEE Fort, in the Villuppuram district, which is located on the Thindivanam to Thiruvannamalai road about 25 kms from Thindivanam and 130 kms from Chidambaram.  The indomitable courage and valour of its erstwhile rulers, caused Father pimenta, a Jesuit priest to call the GINGEE Fort the Troy of the East Besieged by the Mughals and battered by the British, the fort still stands at 800ft. in height, guarded by a moat, eighty feet wide. Much of the early history of this 800Year old fort is shrouded in mystery,as the fort seems to have changed many hands times before it was annexed to the Vijayanagar empire. 

Gingee is known as GINGEE in Tamil. The small town of GINGEE was once a capital city, With its province extending from Nellore in the north to the Coleroon (Kollidam) in the south. According to local legend, GINGEE Amman, was one of the seven virgins who were the guardian deities of the Village. Legend has it that at around 1200 A. D. , GINGEE was fortified by Ananda Kone, chief of the local shepherd community. In 1240 A. D. Krishna Kone . His successor is said to have fortified the northern hill which later came to be known as krishnagiri.The kone dynasty gave way to the kurumbars, who established their headquarters at Sendamangalam,which later came under the powerful Chola empire. Recorded history goes back to the 16th century, when Gingee (GINGEE) became the seat of the Nayaka rulers, who were under the lordship of the expanding Vijayanagar empire. Krishnadevaraya appointed Krishnappa Nayaka, and he was considered the founder of the Nayaka line of Gingee.

Most of the structures, fortification walls and temples were built during this period. The fortifications and defenses were further strengthened under chatrapati shivaji, the great Maratha ruler, was captured Gingee in 1677 A. D. Gingee came under the hegemony of the Moghul emperor Aurangazeb in 1691 A. D., and sarup singh was appointed as the chief of Gingee by the emperor, under the control of the Nawab of Arcot.

Sarup Singhs son. Raja De singh, revolted against the Nawab of Arcot, and was defeated and killed in the war that followed. Though Gingee became a part of the Nawabs territory in 1714 A. D . the young and courageous De Singh became a legend and his heroic deeds were sung in the form of popular balads. Thus Gingee too became quite well known. In 1750 A. D., Gingee came under the french rule and remained so till it was surrendered to the British in 1761

GINGEE today, with its ruined forts, temples and granaries, presents a different picture from the glorious splendor of its bygone days. But the remains of that valorous past, speak volumes about the numerous invasions, warfare and bravery that it witnessed. We invite you to this land of the brave and mighty, to witness a glorious past that still lives in the ruins of the GINGEE fort.

The forts are located on either side of the road to T. V. Malai . They are open from 8.00 HRS. to 17.00 HRS. Any assistance can be sought at the ASI office or the ticket counter

Fortification Walls : The massive fortification walls of Gingee interconnect the three inaccessible hills-krishnaglri, chakkilidrug and Rajagiri. The three hills are disposted in the form of triangle, while the main wall connecting them is 20 meters thick. The tops of the three hills form impregnable citadels, while the inner fort contains many fortifications and gates. The Rajagiri citadel is the highest, about 800 ft. in height, and the most inaccessible. The 20 metres deep chasm is now connected by a bridge.

Kalyana Mahal: Built in the indo-Islamic style, the kalyana Mahal is one of the most attractive ruins in the fort. It consists of a square court, surrounded by rooms for the ladies of the Governors household. In the middle of this court, is a 27 meter high square tower, built of stone. The tower has a pyramidal roof. The rooms in this tower are very similar to other Vijayanagar Nayaka buildings elsewhere.

Venugopala swamy Temple : Located to the west of the inner gate of the lower citadel, the temple contains a remarkable sculpture depicting Lord krishna playing on the flute with is two consorts. Another interesting feature in this temple is a finely polished, broadsmooth slab found in front of the temple

The Ponds: The way to the Hanuman Temple, outside the lower fort, abounds in temple ponds and many impressive structures. Chakkarakulam and chettikulam are the two famous ponds in this fort.Chettikulam was built by Raja shetty during the Maratha occupation of the place, towards the end of the 18th century. To the north of this pond is a platform believed to be Raja Desingh funeral pyre, where his young wife committed sati.

The famous Ranganatha temple. Built in typical Indo-Islamic style, the Audience hall is a damaged roof supported by a series of graceful little pointed arches. The Magazine building is also a noteworthy structure. Built in typical Vijayanagar style, is the famous Rangantha Temple. To the south of the watch-tower, is a big iron cannon, roughly 4 meters long, and 2 meters in circumference. In style and form, this cannon is very similar to the Malik-1-Maidan of Bijapur.

SAT-AT - ULLAH  KHAN MOSQUE

Sad – at – Ullah Khan Mosque : This mosque was erected by sad – at – Ullah khah to commemorate his victory over De singh and the capture of the fort in 1713 A. D . it is located at the entrance of the inner fort of Rajagiri. According to a Persian inscription found here, the mosque is said to have been constructed in 1717 –1718 A. D

Kamalakkanni Amman Temple : 
This small shrine dedicated to Kamalakkani Amman (Goddess Durga), a local delty, is found on the way to the citadel on Rajagiri Hill. It contains a sacrificial altar and well-preserved mural paintings belonging to the Nayak period.

NANDIESWARAR  - THIRUVAMATHUR TEMPLE

Thiruvaamathoor  : An ancient chola temple. Dedicated to lord Sri Abiramaeshwarar is found here. 1500 years old temple . As the temple seems to have changed many hands Times between. Rajaraja Chola I (AD 985-1012) and seerangadeva Maharayar. (1584.AD) The amman Named Muththambigai.

Thumpoor : 
The Temple of lord Nagamman. This temple is 1450 years old

ESALAM TEMPLE 

Esalam : Built by Rajendra cholan I (1012) lord sri Ramanatha Eswarar. The legend found in sanskrit language and in grantha character. Written on the periphery of the seal is as follows, Rajad-rajanya Makuta sreni-ratnesu sasanam Etad Rajendra cholasya parakesari varmanah.

BRAMMA - ESALAM

shrine dedicated to kamalakkani Amman (Goddess Durga), a local delty, is found on the way to the citadel on Rajagiri Hill. It contains a sacrificial altar and well – preserved murul paintings belonging to the Nayak period.

Narasimma Swamy Koil - Ennairam

Ennairam  : The chola temple of Narasimma swamy koil Built by Rajaraja chola 1 (985 –1014). 8,000 samanaras were lived in this village. Another temple Narchimma Perumal Koil found here.

Thalavanur : 
Shatru Malleswaralayam – Rock cut temple built by the pallava King Mahendra varman (B.C.580 to 630). Sculptures and Tamil and sanskrit inscriptions are found here.

Pachchaiamman Temple : 
This was worshipped by special chittars. 7 Jadamuni shapes are very big pachaimalai is in the back side. Medicine plants are there. This medicine are can’t find Even in the kollimalai. Purathana temple is on the top, no statue on there. We can see the Thiruvannamalai tower standing in the half of the this mountain very clear.

24 Theerthangarargl

It is 2 kms north of Gingee town.  The hillock on the western side of the road has two jaina caverns and a huge boulder containing sculptures of all the 24 Theerthankaras  9th Century style.  It is only place where all the 24 Theerthankaras are shown in a single large composition.  A open rock nearby was the place where monk Chandranandi obsered 57 days of fasting and died (5th- 6th century A.D) Another monk Ilayabhattara observed 30 days of fasting and died in the Century A.D.   The pathway leading to the caves at the ground level has an image of Adinatha and at the top of a figure of Mahavira.

Angala parameswari - Melmalayanur

Melmalayanur: The temple of Angala Parameswari is 32 kms from Gingee, the special deity of the Sembadavars. Here festival occurs in February-March.  A special feature of this festival is the Simimasana kollai.  The people who attend the festival cook large quantities of grain of various kinds and set them out in the burning ground and offer them to goddess who is brought there.   Every Ammavasai (New Moon day) there will be the laks of devotees throng here. situated here. In the inner sanctum there is a snake pit which is being worshipped. There is a congregation of devotees on every new moon day

Singavaram : 
The temple of Lord Ranganatha, the tutelary god of Raja Desingh is on a hill top. It is a good specimen of south Indian type of rock – cut shrine. The idol of Lord Ranganatha, in a reclining posture, measures 24 ft, in length which together with the inner sanctorum, is carved out of a single rock. It is said to be bigger than that of Theidol in Srirangam.

Venkataramana Temple

This sprawing temple, with its striking sculptures and carved pillars, narrates the aesthetic skills of the Nayaka dynasty. Built by MuthialuNayaka (1540-1550 A. D ) this is the   largest temple to GINGEE. The later Vijayanagar period. The temple abounds in gopuras, mandapas and sculptured panels depicting gods and goddesses in scenes from the Hindu epics. Many Tamil inscriptions are also found in the walls of the Mandapas.The temple seems to have faced hard times during the French occupation (after 1761 A .D.) From this period the temple experienced forms of decay and old archaeological wealth was plundered by subsequent invaders.

Krishnagiri Fort  

Krishnagiri : This is a small hill made up of granite boulders, located to the north of Rajagiri on the main road from GINGEE to Tiruvannamalai. The citadel on this hill, can be reached by climbing a flight of steps over a steep slope. Within the citadel are two stone-built granaries, a pillared hall, two temples and an edifice built of brick and mortar known as the Audience Chamber.

Melnaariyappanoor Church

Melnaariyappanoor Church - The 100 year old famous church is situated in Chennai - Selam highway and 8 km from Chinna Salem.  The church is constructed by the Kunchaan, a devotee of St. Anthoniyar. 

Mandagapattu – 
A famous Archeological Temple site is 20 kms from Viluppuram and 17 kms from Gingee.  It is a 100 ft hillock, where the Mahendraverma (I) of Pallava kind, (580-630 made a cave temple.

Mel Chittamur – 
Which is 20 kms of Thindivanam and 10 kms east of Gingee.  Head quarters of Digambara sect in Tamilnadu with the JINAKANCHI MATHA presided over by the Pontiff.  Two temples, one dedicated to Parsvanatha and other known as 'Mailanatha temple was originally a boulder containing roc-cut images of Bahubali, Parsvanatha, Adinatha, Mahavira and Ambika yakshi carved in the 9th century AD.  Rebuilt in the 16th century and renovated in the present century.

Thirunarungondai –

It is 16 kms northwest of Ulundurpet and 21 kms east of Thirukkoilur.  Hillock at the village contains a Jaina cave and two temples dedicated to Parsvanatha and Chanraprabha.  Cave served as the monastery of the monks of Virasangha in the 8th - 9th century A.D. Rich collection of bronze images found in the temple.  Annual festival (Jan-Feb) celebrated on a grand scale and attended by Jains from all over Tamilnadu.

Auroville – 
A International Township - this town of tomorrow that's now in the making is just across the Pondicherry border in Tamil Nadu.  Symbolishing an experiment in international living, it was launched in 1968 with the co-operation of many nations, at the behest of the Mother.  'The city of Dawn' is still in its initial stages of development.  Matrimandir, the meditation hall is, only a few houses scattered over its vastness to accommodate the residents who, at present, number around 1,000.  they live in 14 different communes and speak 55 different languages.  But the goal is common-to evolve into a fuller human being by combining a life of strenuous physical activity with the discipline nurtured by the regular and spiritual exercise.  Each inhabitant of Auroville contributes in his own way towards building auroville. We can know more about Auroville from the website www.auroville.org

Matrimandir

Urn contains a hand-full of soil from 124 countries

Thirukkoilur

This is situated on the Cuddalore - Chittoor trunk road and 37 kms from Viluppuram.  the presiding deities of the Vishnu Temple are Ulagalanda Perumal (Thiruvikrama Swami) and Pushpavallithayar.   Kabilar Kundru is also yet another picnic spot at Thirukkoilur which is situated in the middle of the river Pennayar.  Kabilar was saint  here and his last resting place, is maintained by the state Archeaological Department.

Kalrayan Hills

It is one part of the Eastern ghats, lies on the western side of the Kallakurichi Taluk.  This area spread over an area of 600 sq. kms. approximately with the height ranging from 1000 ft to 3800 ft from the sea level.  The History of Kalrayan hills with its Jagirdars run back to the time of Krishna Deverayar the Emperor of 'Vijaya Nagar Kingdom'.  The emperor Krishna Deverayar given the rights to the tribes to enjoy this land but imposed many taxes on them.  About the hill tribes it is said that warriors belonging to 'KARALAR' community had come from Kanchipuram and settled in kalrayan hills.  after sometimes they over ride the tribal people called 'Vedar' (hunter) and married their wives.    The communities of karalar and vedar who at present are called 'Malayali' and they call themselves as 'Goundars'.  Kalrayan hills Possesses innumerable tourism Potentialities like water falls, jungle streams, rivers and rivulets and lovely jungle walks.  The place is a veritable paradise for trekkers.  It is also called as 'Poor man's hill station' of Tamil Nadu.  Every year the District Administration is conducting the Summer Festival to create the awareness among the tribes.

Mayilam

Arulmigu Subramaniya Swami Temple located on small hillock at Mailam is a famous place for of pilgrimage.  It is about 32 kms from Viluppuram on the Pondicherry - Thindivanam road. The Panguni Uthiram festival held in March - April fascinates a large crowd of devotes from all over Tamil Nadu.

Thiruvakkarai

A Geological park  is about 40 kms from Viluppuram and 25 kms from Pondicherry.  A national geological park with large number of petrified tree trunks known as fossil are found here.  There is a temple for Lord Siva constructed by the famous  Chola queen Sembiyan Madheviyar.   Arulmigu Chandramoulisvarar and Tenambikai are the presiding deities here.   Arulmigu Vakkaralingam and Arulmigu Vakkrakali for whom every full moon day and night of the year special prayers are conducted and thronged by pious devotees throughout the night.  The Temple was sung by the Thirugnana Sambandar.  Excellent sculptures and car/chariot like Mandapam is also existing here with huge nandhi and Ganesha.  It was connected by Thindivanam and Pondicherry by regular buses.

Thiruvennainallur

It is 20 kms from Viluppuram on the Thirukkoilur road which is the birth place of Sadayappar, the patron of Kambar (The greatest Tamil poet and author of the Tamil Epic Kambaramayanam)  There is also an ancient temple dedicated to Lord Siva.

Marakanam Beach

It is 22 kms from Pondicherry across East Coast Road in Vanur Taluk. The salt field is very famous in this beach.
Virudhunagar District

History

In 1985, the erstwhile Ramanathapuram District was trifurcated to create the districts of Ramanathapuram, Pasumpon Muthuramalinga Thevar Tirumagan (later renamed Sivaganga) and Kamarajar District (later renamed Virudhunagar District).

The District headquarters is Virudhunagar town. It covers an area of 4232 sq. km. and is divided into 8 taluks, namely Aruppukkottai, Kariapatti, Rajapalayam, Sattur, Sivakasi, Srivilliputur, Tiruchuli and Virudhunagar.                

On 3rd March 1996, Sivakasi taluk was created separating the firkas of Sivakasi, Edirkottai and Salwarpatti from Sattur taluk and Mangalam firka from Virudhunagar taluk.       

On 31st August 1998, Kariapatti taluk was formed by separating Kariapatti, Mudukkankulam and Kalkurichi firkas from Aruppukattai taluk. Mallanginar firka, the 4th firka of the taluk was carved out of Kalkurichi firka.         

Physical Features        

Virudhunagar District is landlocked on all sides with no direct access to the sea. It is bound on the north by Madurai, on the north-east by Sivaganga, on the east by Ramanathapuram and on the south by Tirunelveli and Tuticorin districts.        

Physiographically it consists of two distinct regions. The eastern slopes of the Western Ghats in Srivilliputtur and Rajapalayam taluks and the black soil plains of Sivakasi, Virudhunagar, Sattur, Aruppukkottai, Tiruchili and Kariapatti. The average height of the hills of the eastern slopes of the Western Ghats is 1500m, though a few peaks rise to 1700m. The highest peaks are Peyimalai Mottai and Kottamalai. The foothills have rich loamy soil with good vegetation cover. The plains with black cotton soil (locally known as karisal) have underlying cal carious formations.        

Virudhunagar does not have any perennial rivers. The Vaippar, Arjuna nadi, and Gundar constitute the river network of the District. Numerous streams and rivulets, activated by the monsoon, feed these rivers. The Mandiri odai and Girudhamal nadi flow into the Gundar, which irrigates the northeastern region of the District. The Sengundrapuram odai, Kausika manadi, Uppodai and Mannarkottaiyar are feeder streams of the Arjuna nadi, which flows through the central portion of the District. The Kayalkudiyar and Nichepa nadi join the Vaippar, which runs through the southern part of the District. The Arjuna and the Vaippar meet at Irukkangudi.

Industries

· Match factories at Sivakasi, Sattur ,Virudhunagar.

· Fire works ,Off-set Printing Presses at Sivakasi.

· Nib Industry at Sattur 

· Ginning, Spinning & Weaving Mills, Rajapalayam.

· Madras Cements, Thulukkapatti.

· Tamilnadu Cements, Alangulam.

· Tamilnadu Asbestos, Alangulam.

· Bolts and Nuts (T.V. Sundaram Fastners) Aaviyur.

The establishment of textile mills, cement factories and a number of industries in the small and medium sectors coupled with the encouragement given by the state Government in the form of incentives and setting up of industrial centres has accelerated the rate of industrialization in the District.

Cotton is a major commercial crop of the District and the cotton industry therefore occupies an important place in the economy. Rajapalayam is the chief centre for spinning mills and ginning factories. Surgical cotton and bandage cloth are manufactured here. Textile mills in the produce a variety of cotton yarn.

As the District has deposits of limestone and gypsum, the cement industry has gained a strong foothold. Tamil Nadu Cements – a Public Sector undertaking at Alangulam and Madras Cements – a Private Sector undertaking at Thulukkanpatti are two large cement producing units. Tamil Nadu Cements has an annual production capacity of 4 lakh tonnes of Portland cement while Madras Cements has an annual capacity of 4.15 lakh tonnes.

Tamil Nadu Asbestos  is another Public Sector unit in the District producing asbestos cement sheets.

Sivakasi and Sattur are famous for the match industry. There are over 4500 match units. Crackers and fireworks is another important industry with about 400 units in the District. Explosives for blasting are also manufactured here. Over 70% of the total production of matches and fireworks in India is manufactured in Virudhunagar District. A large percentage of crackers are exported.

The printing industry was originally established to supply labels for the match and firework industries. Soon the industry developed and diversified into other areas of printing like books, posters, greeting cards and diaries. Sivakasi now offers state of the art, world class printing facilities.

Sundaram Fasteners and Brakes India Ltd. , private sector enterprises of the TVS group are located at Aviyur and Kanjanaiyakampatti in Kariapatti taluk. The former manufactures high density bolts and nuts while the latter manufactures automobile brakes.

There are 19335 registered small scale industrial units as on 31 December 1999 engaged in the manufacture of a very wide range of products.

Cottage and village industries are dispersed throughout the rural areas. Some common cottage industries are: making of boxes and other articles from Palmyra leaves, metal artifacts fashioned from copper and brass, and aluminium vessel manufacture for domestic use. Gem cutting has been introduced to provide employment for women.

Edible Items 

Virudhunagar   -  Famous for Oil Parotta

Sattur               -  Cucumber (vellarikai) , Karasevu 

Srivilliputur       -  Milk Cova (Paalkova)
Research Organisation and Research Schemes

The following Research Organizations are functioning in this district:

· Cotton Research Station, Srivilliputur : Engaged in Research on summer Irrigated cotton, Implements the All India Co-ordinated Cotton Improvement Project

· Palymar Research Centre, Thiruvnnamalai, near Srivilliputur :       Conducts Research on the utilization of the whole palm tree right from the palm crown to its roots.

· Regional Research Station, Aruppukottai. : The centre caters to the needs of the dry land farmers and operates a Research Centre for Aridsone fruit research.  It conducts studies on various fruits crops for assessing their suitability for growing under rainfed conditions, apart from its other objects.  It implements the All India Co-ordinated Fruit Improvement Project and certain other schemes started for the welfare of the Dry Land Farmers specially Adi Dravidas.

· Horticulture : The Department of Horticulture with its headquarters at Srivilliputur is running an Orchard-cum-Nursery for the production of quality seedlings of Mango, Cauva, Citrus, Sapota etc.

· Poultry Research and Development Centre, Rajapalayam : The centre conducts systematic survey of the polutry industry and conducts investigation of all problems affecting the poultry industry.  It tenders technical help in the establishment of poultry units and supply project profiles.

Important Pilgrim Centres

Andal Thirukkovil, Srivilliputur.

Irukkankudi Mariamman Temple, Sattur.

Boominathar temple, Thiruchuli.

Srinivasaperumalkoil (Thenthiruppathi) at Srivilliputur.

Meenakshi Sundareswarar Temple, Aruppukottai.

Important Tourist Centres 

Memorial house of Kamarajar at Virudhunagar.

Pilavakkal Dam near Watrap.

Andal Koil at Srivilliputhur.

Boominatharkoil and birth place of Ramana Maharishi at Thiruchuli.

Ayyanar falls  - 15 km from Rajapalayam.

Shenbagathoppu  -  Alagarkoil near Srivilliputur.

Sastha Koil  –  Near Thevathanam,  Rajapalayam. 

PLACES  OF  INTEREST

Bhuminathaswamy Temple

Tiruchuli is located on the southern bank of the Gundar. The Bhuminathaswamy temple at Tiruchuli is counted among the 14 famous Shaiva centres in Pandya nadu. Its located 40 Kms. East from Virhdunagar, 45 Kms South from Madurai. Name of God is Bhuminathar, Godess is Thunaimalai Amman.    Its deity has been venerated in the hymns sung by Shaivite Nayanar Sundaramoorthy and Sekkilar. The temple has undergone extensive renovations and the present complex accommodates a number of shrines built over time within the high boundary walls constructed during the reign of Muthuramalinga  Setupati.

Swami Vivekananda was stayed three days in this temple due to the flood of Gundar  river in his yatras.

Ramana Maharishi Ashram

Sri Ramana Maharishi was born in 30.12.1879 at Thiruchuli.   His mother was Tmt Azhagammal and father was Thiru.  Sundaram Iyer.  He lived in the house of  'Sundara Mandhiram".  He studied in Sethupathi Primary School. 

An ashram was established in 1988 on the banks of the river Gundar to propagate his teachings.

Kamaraj’s House

The house where the great leader Kamaraj and former Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu  was born has been converted into a memorial. The rooms are adorned with photographs of the leader at every stage of his life. A few of his clothes, his watch as well as articles used by him are displayed.

Andal , Vadabadrasayi koil        

Godha, or Naachiyaar or Andal was born in Srivilliputur - Thiruvilliputur - a beautiful village slowly turning into a town.  Srivilliputur is on the Virudhunagar - Thenkasi train route, about 65 km. south of Madurai, very well-connected by road  with Madurai, Tenkasi, Tirunelveil, Sivakasi and Sattur.

The Lord of Srivilliputtur is known as Vatapatrasayi or Rangamannar. The banyan tree leaf - which  is known as Vatapatram, on which the Lord rests in the form of a baby during deluge.

Srivilliputur is one of the 108 sacred Vaishnavite kshetras. The town is famous for the Vadapadrasayi temple, Which houses the Andal temple.  The Nayak Kings constructed the Vatapatrasayi temple.  But its story goes a long way back to Pandiya times, when moved by her devotion, Lord Krishna married the poetess-devotee  Andal.. The Vadapadrasayi temple consists of three major portions. The northern portion hasthe Pallikonda Perumal shrine (Vishnu in reclining posture). The Andal shrine occupies the southern portion. The garden (Tulsivanam) where the infant girl was believed to have been found by Perialvar lies between the two. The Vadapadrasayi temple has a double storied garbagriha.  The lower floor houses a seated Narashimha idol while the reclining Vishnu idol is on the upper portion. There is a separate shrine for Periyalvar in the complex. A lofty gopuram, has 12 tiers and 192 feet high, built in the 17th century AD, forms the gateway to the shrine. This tower is said to have been built by Perialvar,  father-in-law of the Lord with the gold won in debates held in Pandiya king's palace Vallabhadeva at Madurai. This gopuram is the symbol of the Tamil Nadu State Government. Also  noteworthy is the temple Chariot, which is decorated with carvings from the scriptures.  The chariot (Car) Festival attracts a large number of Devotees.

Every day Six worship services are carried out. The Tamil months of Aadi and Margazhi are auspicous months.

The kumbabishekam for the Vadabadrasayi koil and Andal koil was celebrated on 10th February 2000. The entire temple complex was renovated at the cost of 2.28 crores before the event.

For further information visit : www.srivilliputhur_aandal.org 

Shenbagathope Grizelled Squirrel Sanctuary

The forests are found on the eastern slopes of the Western Ghats. Only 6.3% of the total geographical area is under forests. Many rare and endemic varieties of flora and fauna are found along the mountain slopes. A wildlife sanctuary, spread over 480 sq. kms. was established in 1989 at Shenbagathopu in Srivilliputtur taluk.. This sanctuary is contiguous with the Periyar tiger reserve on the south-western side and the Megamalai reserve forest on the north-western side. The altitude varies from 100m to 2010 m above sea level. The sanctuary is home to the endangered, arboreal grizzled giant squirrel Ratufa macrora. This greyish brown squirrel weighs 1 to 1.8 kg. and is the size of a small cat. It measures about 73.5 cms. from nose to tail with the tail being 36 – 40 cm. long. They construct drays at forked branches where the crowns of neighbouring trees meet. This enables the squirrel to move away from the site by jumping from tree to tree when threatened. The home range of an individual is between 0.197 hectares and 0.611 hectares.

The sanctuary also hosts a variety of birds, mammals, reptiles and butterflies. Resident and migratory elephants are common. Other animals sighted are tiger, leopard, Nilgiri thar, spotted deer, barking deer, sambar, wild boar, porcupine, Nilgiri langur, lion-tailed macaque, common langur, slender loris, bonnet macaque, sloth bear and flying squirrel. Over 100 species of birds have been identified. The rare Great Indian horn bill is also found.

Special steps have been taken to conserve the forest areas in the sanctuary. The annual leases given for the collection of fruit and other minor forest produce has been stopped. Fruit bearing trees and other trees have been planted. This will increase the food sources as well as ensure continuity in the canopy. Soil conservation and water harvesting measures have been undertaken to improve the habitat.

The forests of Alagarkoil valley in Srivilliputur taluk and Saduragiri are known for rare medicinal plants. The medicinal value of 275 plants has been recorded and reported. The forests host a rich variety of orchids and ferns.

The sanctuary is located 86 kms. from Maduari. The best time to visit the sanctuary are throughout the year except for the months of March, April and May.

Pallimadam

Pallimadam is situated on the outskirts of Tiruchuli on the eastern bank of the river Gundar. Sundara Pandya, a 10th century AD Pandya ruler, famous for his erudition, died while visiting Pallimadam. He was buried there and his younger brother Vira Pandya (AD 946-966) erected a sepulchral shrine (pallipadai) over his grave. The temple was known as Pallippadai Sundara Pandya Isvaramudayar koil. It is now called Kalainathaswamy koil. The name Pallippadai has over the years been corrupted to Pallimadam. This sepulchral temple is the only one of its kind in Pandya Nadu.

Arul Migu Thirumeni Nadha Swamy Temple is situated on the State Highways of Srivilliputur to Parthipanur.  This temple is ten of the Pandiya's Thalam out of fourteen in Tamil Nadu.   This temple has 9 kinds of Theerthas and 8 kinds of lingas.

Aruppukkottai Town

Aruppukkottai is a renowned weaving centre. Both handloom and powerloom weaving are undertaken. In the handloom sector both silk and cotton sarees are woven. The powerloom units weave towels, sarees, lungis, bedsheets and bedcovers. Units for spinning yarn as well as units for dyeing yarn have been established here.

Kullursandai Reservoir

The Kullursandai reservoir on the Kowsiga mahanadi, a tributary of the Arjuna nadi.  Is being developed into a picnic spot. Boasting facilities are offered at the reservoir which also attracts numerous water birds in the months of August to February.

Guhanparai

Guhanparai is located on the road to Kalugumalai from Vembakkottai. A small hillock to the west of the village is called Guhanparai and the village takes on the same nomenclature. There is a small natural cavern at the foot of the hillock, which is believed to have been used as a shelter by Jain monks. A 10th century AD Vatteluttu inscription on a rock of the hillock states that a monastery Munnurruvarperumpalli was established in the name of Munnurruvar kovilpillaigal (servants of the palace).

Irukkangudi

Irukkangudi is located to the east of Sattur, at the confluence of the Arjuna nadi and the Vaippar. The Mariamman koil, located close to the confluence, is a popular spot for devotees. The Panguni Uttiram is an important festival celebrated in the month of Panguni for 21 days.

Mariamman Koil

The Mariamman temple in the town was constructed in 1923. The Panguni Uttiram, celebrated in the month of Panguni for 21 days at this temple, is the main festival of the town and its surroundings.

Sivakasi Town

Sivakasi is famous for its match and fireworks units as well as for printing. Some of the most advanced printing units in the country are located here offering state of the art, world class facilities. 70% of the total production of matches and fire works in India are manufactured mainly in the towns of Sivakasi and Sattur.

Tiruthangal

Tiruthangal is located on the road from Virudhunagar to Sivakasi. The area around the town has been under almost continuous occupation since 4000 BC. Three Sangam age poets - Mudakkorranar, Porkollan Vennahanar and Athireyan Sengannanar were said to have lived at Tiruthangal. The ancient name of the town was Thangal. The town is mentioned in the Silappadikaram

On top of a low hillock in the town there is a structural temple Ninranarayanaperumal koil originally constructed during the Early Pandya period. The temple is considered one of the 108 sacred sites of the Vaishnava faith. Bhuthathalvar and Tirumangaialvar have sung hymns in praise of the temple. A bronze image of Tirumangaialvar was installed in the temple in the 10th century AD. The Ninranarayanaperumal koil was renovated in the 13th century AD and completely rebuilt in the Nayak period.

Vembakottai

The Vembakottai Reservoir System receives water from 7 distributaries of the Vaippar. These streams originate in the eastern slopes of the Western ghats. The reservoir is a scenic spot ideal for picnics. It is being developed into a tourist spot with landscaped gardens and boating facilities.

Pilavakkal Dam

The Pilavakkal dam on the river has two sections- the Periyar dam and the Kovilar dam. The areas surrounding the dam sites have been landscaped into beautiful gardens. Facilities like boating are offered to tourists. This is an ideal picnic spot.

Ayyanar falls

Ayyanar falls is located on the eastern slopes of the western ghats. The falls located in the midst of scenic green vegetation is a popular location for picnics. The best season to visit the falls is from September to January.
